
Lesson Objective: To gain an understanding of a 
poem and think about how to approach an A Level 

text.



But first, what can 
you expect?



“Talking in bed ought 
to be easiest”





Why?

Think about what you associate being in bed with.

What sort of things might you discuss?



Is this the reality?



This is Phillip Larkin.

He wrote a collection of 
poems called The Whitsun 

Weddings in which he 
discusses our expectations 

of life, how far love can 
save us and our place in the 

world.



None of this cares for us.

An emblem of two people being 

honest.

this unique distance from isolation

Discuss the following lines and what they make you think



Talking in bed ought to be easiest,

Lying together there goes back so far,

An emblem of two people being honest.

Yet more and more time passes silently.

Outside, the wind's incomplete unrest

Builds and disperses clouds in the sky,

And dark towns heap up on the horizon.

None of this cares for us. Nothing shows why

At this unique distance from isolation

It becomes still more difficult to find

Words at once true and kind,

Or not untrue and not unkind.

Task: Re-read the 
poem to yourself.  

What effect does it 
have on you?



Content

Language

Structure

Layers of analysis

Task: In your 
groups, 

analyse the 
poem 

You should 
annotate the 

poem with 
any ideas you 

have



Talking in bed ought to be easiest,

Lying together there goes back so far,

An emblem of two people being honest.

Yet more and more time passes silently.

Outside, the wind's incomplete unrest

Builds and disperses clouds in the sky,

And dark towns heap up on the horizon.

None of this cares for us. Nothing shows why

At this unique distance from isolation

It becomes still more difficult to find

Words at once true and kind,

Or not untrue and not unkind.

Some questions to help you:

What it Larkin saying about human nature?

Can intimacy ever be achieved?

How does the setting reflect the mood of the 
poem?


