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3.

Dear Year 8 Student
You have now arrived at the point in your school career when you must make some choices about the courses
you want to study at GCSE.
This booklet has been designed, not only to help you to make your option choices, but also to outline the courses
you will be required to study as part of the core curriculum.
We believe it is vital that you follow a broad and balanced curriculum that builds on what you have already
learned and provides maximum opportunity for your future studies and career.
We provide a range of courses, which prepare you for the next stage of your learning in the Sixth Form,
university and the world of work.
Our Key Stage 4 core curriculum is made up of the following subjects:
•

English Literature and English Language (two GCSEs)

•

Mathematics

•

Separate Science GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics (three GCSEs).

•

At least one language

•

At least one of the humanities (either Geography, History or Religious Studies)

•

Personal Development

•

Core Physical Education (non-examined)

This still leaves you with one further choice to make, and it is very important that you consider the alternatives
carefully. You must choose one practical subject and you will have one remaining free choice. Most GCSE
courses will lead directly on to Advanced Levels and this is an important consideration, which you should discuss
with your teachers. Some Advanced Level subjects cannot be studied if you did not follow them at GCSE.
You will find details of all the courses we offer in this booklet. Read it carefully and listen to the advice of your
parents and teachers.

The deadline for return of Options Forms is Thursday 25th March 2021. You will also receive further details and
guidance about suitable choices by watching the subject videos which will be live on our website from Monday
15th March 2021. There are also live Q&A sessions with subject leaders which will run from Monday 15th to
Friday 19th March 2021. You will also have an individual guidance meeting with a Senior or Associate leader in
order to discuss your choices and receive answers to any questions that you might have. You will also receive
guidance from Mrs Fairclough and Mr Bell on how to make your choices using the online system.
You can ask a range of people in school for advice, including your Form Tutors, subject teachers and Head of
Year. You will want to find out more about each subject so you can make the right choices for your studies at
GCSE.

4.

You should:
•

research information about options choices (for example, on the internet)

•

discuss your ideas with your parents, subject teachers, Form Tutor, Head of Year or our Careers Adviser

•

choose subjects that you enjoy and meet any future requirements that can reasonably be anticipated

•

consider your current performance in a subject and how it might affect your future progress

•

find out what you will study, how lessons are taught and how the subject is assessed

•

identify the GCSE grade that needs to be achieved to continue this subject to Advanced Level

•

choose subjects that give you the opportunity to study a broad range of subjects. In doing so we hope that
you will develop a wide range of skills. Since most students will change their minds about a career a number
of times before leaving school, the general aim is to avoid too much specialisation at this stage.

You should not:
•

choose subjects because a friend has chosen them

•

make a choice based on your like or dislike of a particular teacher as there are many changes of teacher
between Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4

This booklet, together with advice from your teachers, will help to answer these questions and many more.
Use it and ask questions so that you can be sure to make the right choices.
Mrs J Morrison
Senior Assistant Headteacher
February 2021
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Year 8 Options
For GCSE 2021-2024
The Year 8 Options
Students must choose four GCSE options, one from each of the following blocks:
Compulsory Language

French

German

Latin

Spanish

The language you choose must be one that you are currently studying in Year 8.
Humanity

Geography

History

Religious Studies
Practical Subject

Art (Fine)

Art (Textiles)

Art (Graphics)

Computing

Drama

Food & Nutrition

Music

Physical Education

Product Design

Textiles

Free Choice

Another Humanity

Another Language

Another Practical Subject

Business Studies

Your free choice cannot be a second Art GCSE if you have already chosen one of the Art options and it is also
impossible to study both Product Design and Textiles.
Reserve
We also ask for a reserve choice in case we are unable to match your first preference, but we will always consult
you again if we are unable to accommodate any of your original requests) to ask you to confirm your reserve
choice or to select a new subject.
Options subjects will be taught for 5 periods per fortnight in Years 9 - 11.
Students will need to complete the online form available at sims-options.co.uk, the instructions for which are
included in your pack.

Options choices must be submitted online by Thursday 25th March 2021.

6.

Making Your Choices Online
When you have decided on your preferred choices, you will need to indicate these through our online options
system. Students and parents/carers will be alerted when this goes live. Please follow the instructions below to log
in and make your choices. Although you can make the choices as soon as you receive the email shown in step 1,
you may wish to wait until you watch the guidance video which Mrs Fairclough and Mr Bell will send out in due
course.
Step 1:
Locate the email from noreply@sims.co.uk in your School email inbox. Then click the “Accept Invitation” link:

Step 2:

Step 3:

Click “Sign in with Microsoft”. Do not use any other
method – this is very important to allow you to
successfully log on to the system.

At this point you will either need to select your
username (if it is automatically displayed) or enter
your school email address.

Step 4:

Step 5:

Click the register button if your details are correct, the
Invitation code should be the same as the one sent to
you in the original email from noreply@sims.co.uk.

Then enter your date of birth in the format requested, if
this is not accepted by the system, please contact Miss J
Holland jholland@wkgs.net. Finally, click “Verify”.

7.

Making Your Choices Online (Cont.)
Step 6:
Click the register button if your details are correct, the Invitation code should be the same as the one sent to you in
the original email from noreply@sims.co.uk.

Step 7:
From here you will now be able to select 1 Language Choice, 1 Humanities Choice, 1 Practical Choice and 1 Free
Choice by clicking on your chosen subject name.
You must also press the “Reserve” button next to one of the “Free Choices” before your form is complete.

When you are finished, just press save and your choices will automatically be sent to Mrs Fairclough and Mr Bell for
timetabling. Your options can be edited by you at any time up until the deadline (25th March 2021) at which point
the form will lock so please be certain of your choices.

If you want to log in again, go to http://www.sims-options.co.uk/ and log in with your school email address and
password if necessary. If you should have any issues with the Options process, please contact Mrs Fairclough, Mr
Bell or, for technical support, Mr Attwood.
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English Language
Exam Board - Eduqas - www.eduqas.co.uk

What does the course involve?
The aim of the English Language course is to equip you with the vital skills of communication that you need to operate
effectively as an English speaker and writer both in and outside of school.
The course has three elements.
Spoken Language
In lessons, you will engage in a variety of speaking and listening activities, including some which are drama based.
Discussion is an important aspect of lessons. You will participate in class discussions most lessons. Some of these
discussions will be planned beforehand, some will be spontaneous, and some will result in a presentation to the class.
You will also develop your own skills of individual presentation. One of these individual presentations will be assessed
and graded as part of the final qualification. It will be assessed using Pass, Merit or Distinction.
Reading
You will read a variety of different texts including extracts from fiction: short stories, plays and poems, and a range of
non-fiction such as autobiography, newspaper and magazine articles, leaflets and brochures. Some of these texts will
have been written before the twentieth century. In lessons, we explore the meanings of texts and how they are written
in a variety of ways, for example, through role play, discussion and analysis. We present our findings either in written
form or orally. During the course, you will also develop your independent reading interests.
Writing
You will produce a range of writing types, focusing carefully on the needs of purpose and audience, having first
examined examples of the text that you are producing. You will be given the opportunity to develop your creative
writing skills and also to explore some aspects of journalism by producing articles for newspapers and magazines. You
will write formally and learn how to craft a letter in which you express your point of view. The course will develop the
technical accuracy of your written expression. In the examinations, students are asked to demonstrate that they are able
to write clearly and accurately with an increased emphasis on spelling, punctuation and grammar.
Assessment
During the course your teacher will assess class and homework in accordance with criteria which are made clear to you.
You will be given regular opportunity to reflect on your own performance. However, there will be no internal
assessment (coursework); assessment will be through two externally assessed examinations testing reading and writing
skills, at the end of Year 11.
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English Literature
Exam Board - Eduqas - www.eduqas.co.uk
What does the course involve?
Studying English Literature will enable you to develop your reading skills through a range of stimulating and relevant
texts. You will learn to understand texts, become more perceptive in your reading and extend your enjoyment of
reading, developing habits that you can take with you when you leave school.
The focus of the study of English Literature at GCSE is the text itself. You will discuss plot, character and theme,
thinking always about the writer’s intentions, and you will learn about when and in what circumstances the texts
were written.
During the course, you will study:
• A Shakespeare play (‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘Macbeth ’or ‘Othello’)
• 19th Century Prose (‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde ’by Robert Louis Stevenson, ‘A Christmas Carol ’by Charles Dickens
or ‘Silas Marner ’by George Eliot)
• Post 1914 Drama (‘An Inspector Calls ’by J.B. Priestley)
• A range of poetry from 1789 to present day
Your work in class will be supported via trips to the theatre and author visits and workshops wherever possible.

Assessment
During the course your teacher will assess work in accordance with criteria which are made clear to you. You will
be given regular opportunity to reflect on your own performance.
However, there will be no internal assessment (coursework); assessment will be through two externally assessed
examinations at the end of Year 11.
You will not be allowed to take copies of your texts into the examinations so you will be expected to know your
texts well, independently learning details and quotations as you progress through the course.
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Mathematics
Exam Board - Pearson - qualifications.pearson.com
What does the course involve?
GCSE Mathematics builds upon the skills you have already established. As you progress through the demanding,
rigorous, inclusive and empowering Higher level Mathematics curriculum, you will begin to see firm connections
between different aspects of the subject. We place an emphasis on functional mathematics and our aim is to develop
your confidence and flexibility to solve unfamiliar problems and to create a positive attitude towards Mathematics,
recognising its importance as an analytical tool.
We continue to stress the sensible use of a calculator as well as practising mental arithmetic skills and encouraging
independent, enthusiastic learners.
Assessment
The grades available at the Higher Tier are 9 - 4. The GCSE is a linear course with three equally weighted papers taken
in the summer of Year 11. There is one non calculator examination followed by two calculator papers. Each lasts 1½
hours. The content includes Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, Geometry and Measure,
Probability and Statistics. There is no coursework element to this course.
There are three assessment objectives which are examined in the written paper. Assessment Objective 1 (A01) requires
students to recall the knowledge acquired during the KS4 course whilst A02 and A03 require you to apply this material
in order to answer to interpret problems and apply mathematical methods in a range of contexts.
Setting at KS4
Students will be allocated a teaching group for KS4 at the end of Year 8 based on their achievement in Mathematics
at KS3 and their aptitude for the subject. Changes to groups can sometimes take place over the course of the three
years based on attainment, aptitude and merit. It should be emphasised that all students still follow the same Higher
course regardless of the group into which they have been placed.
Accelerated Mathematics
Some Year 11 pupils may be invited to join an accelerated cohort of mathematicians who will be taught an additional
qualification. This will provide an excellent springboard to studying Further Mathematics in addition to Mathematics in
the Sixth Form.
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Sciences
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
What does the course involve?
Science Curriculum in Key Stage 4
All students at WKGS will study Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry & Physics) to GCSE level. This curriculum
provides a springboard to A-level Sciences alongside Psychology, P.E. and other related subjects.
In Separate Sciences, the following topics are studied:
Biology: Cell biology; organisation; infection and response; bioenergetics; homeostasis and response; inheritance;
variation and evolution and ecology.
Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; quantitative
chemistry, chemical changes and energy changes; the rate and extent of chemical change; organic chemistry; chemical
analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.
Physics: Energy; electricity; particle model of matter; atomic structure; forces; waves; magnetism and
electromagnetism and space physics.
In each science students will complete required practicals, developing their experimental skills, data analysis and
interpretation as the course progresses.
Assessment
For each science, students will sit two papers at the end of Year 11. Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes in length and has
equal weighting. The questions are made up of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and extended
responses. Students will complete a total of six exams (two in each science) and gain three GCSEs.
More Information
For more information, please contact the individual Heads of Science: Mrs Fairclough (Head of Department for Science
and Biology), Mr Woods (Chemistry) and Dr Hill (Physics).
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Personal Development
You will continue to receive Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) and Citizenship education. The curriculum
is designed to be engaging and to prepare you for adult life, allowing you to develop new skills and talents outside the
confines of the GCSE syllabus. The topics you will study include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Active Citizenship
Relationships and Sex Education
Health Education
Religion and Ethics
Economic Literacy
Study Skills
Careers Guidance

The emphasis of these lessons is on active participation and discussion work while at the same time you will acquire
knowledge in a variety of areas. Aspects of both citizenship and enterprise learning are covered by this course.
In the summer term of Year 10, all students will undertake work experience to give an insight into the world of work
and the skills required.

Core Physical Education
What does the course involve?
In Year 9 and 10, PE groups will take part in a range of activities which include:
• Netball
• Hockey
• Gymnastics
• Badminton
• Volleyball
• Trampolining
• Tennis
• Rounders
• Athletics
In Year 11 you can also choose:
• Swimming
• Badminton
• Trampolining
• Fitness
All girls will be expected to wear school PE kit. The subject is not taught in form groups.
Please note that it is also possible to study GCSE Physical Education. See page 31 for more information.
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Geography
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Geography?
Geography teaches about places that other subjects cannot reach! Geography links subjects on both the Science and
Arts side. The broad nature of topics means you are keeping your options open. It is of interest to anyone concerned
about the natural environment and the problems of the world. You learn about the world you live in.
In this course, students can always find something to enjoy, whether their interests are in physical or human geography.
It is about interactions between people and their environment.
The unit ‘Living in the physical environment’ focuses on the natural world, in particular the challenges of natural hazards,
both tectonic and climatic. It considers the physical landscape of the UK, as well as studying our living world, ranging
from tropical rainforests to hot deserts. ‘Challenges in the human environment’ looks at the problems of increased living
in urban areas such as cities. It also considers our changing economic world - why some places are rich, how others are
getting rich, while others always stay poor. It makes us think about how we use the earth’s resources such as food,
water and energy. Finally, ‘Geographical Applications’ encourages students to look at a real-life issue given in a booklet
just before the exam (which they take into the exam room). Students then think how to solve the issue using their
knowledge as a geographer.
Fieldwork is undertaken during each year of studying GCSE. There is no coursework; instead, the knowledge gained on
the fieldtrips, such as the 3 day ‘Coast to Coast’ compulsory trip travelling from the Lake District over the Pennines to
Teesdale and finishing on the East coast, gives the best understanding possible of field techniques. Optional overseas
fieldwork (available to GCSE / A level geographers) has included an annual 7-day trip experiencing Iceland’s stunning
scenery, and an 18-day fieldtrip to China.
There is plenty of variety in learning Geography. Investigating, problem solving, and decision making are frequent
activities which can be individual tasks or group work. Maps, satellite images, photographs and videos are all used.
ICT skills are developed to research and analysis fieldwork data. All of these skills are very transferrable later in life.
Employers are aware that geographers know something about today's world and can:
•

find things out for themselves

•

use maps and Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

•

read graphs and interpret statistics and can write, using data, about their own personal field investigations.

Geographers use this fine grounding to go on to study a wide range of post 16 courses.

Assessment
Three written examinations worth around 30% each, accounting for 100% of the examination.
Other information: GCSE Geography fits well with all subjects. It can often lead to Geography at Advanced Level. Many
studying A level Geography combine it with Sciences or with Arts-based subjects. If you choose to study Geography
after the Sixth Form, career opportunities open to you are many and varied.

14.

History
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose History?
The course is split into two modules, both of which are examined.
Component 1 - Understanding the Modern World
2-hour examination, 84 marks including 4 for spelling, punctuation and grammar. Worth 50% of the GCSE.
Component 1 comprises two sections focused on the modern world. Section A covers Germany from 1890 - 1945
charting the dramatic change from monarchy to democracy to dictatorship. Students will learn about the nationalism
that inspired World War One, the celebration of Jazz and freedom in the Golden Years of the Weimar Republic through
to the dark police state and persecutions of Hitler in Nazi Germany. Section B focuses on conflict and tension between
1894 - 1918 including the reasons for one of the biggest conflicts in history, World War One, and some of the bloodiest
battles.
Component 2 - Shaping the Nation
2-hour examination, 84 marks including 4 for spelling, punctuation and grammar. Worth 50% of the GCSE.
Component 2 comprises two sections focused on events that have shaped the history of the United Kingdom. Section
A is the thematic study of power and the people in Britain from c1170 to the present day. From Magna Carta to the
English Civil War to the Brixton Riots, students study the factors that have caused popular protest, including religion,
ideas and the economy. Students will also study the key events that have expanded our democratic rights from the
Provisions of Oxford to the Representation of the People Acts through to the Equal Pay Act. Section B covers
Elizabethan England c. 1568 - 1603 centring on her rocky relationship with parliament, troubles at home with plots
and rebellions, as well as troubles abroad with the Spanish Armada.
Students will also study a specific historic site in depth.
History GCSE promises to be exciting and engaging; jam-packed with events and characters to make you think about
the world around you and the potential of humanity.
Extra-Curricular Opportunities

•

France & Belgium WW1 Battlefields Tour
Visit to Berlin

•

Peoples ’History Museum

•

•
•

Magistrates Mock Trial
A range of Politics-focused events
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Religious Studies
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Religious Studies?
It is a central humanity subject as it deals with human concerns and the way in which peoples' religious and moral
values affect society. Studying this subject, therefore, gives you an insight into the issues raised in many other subjects,
but also helps you to develop your own ideas about the important concerns that face all human beings.
What does the course involve?
Religious Studies will build on the KS3 course, focusing on applying principles to issues of concern in the world today.
You will study four themes from the following:
•
Relationships & Families
•
Religion & Life
•
The existence of God & Revelation
•
Religion, Peace and Conflict
•
Religion, Crime and Punishment
•
Religion, Human Rights & Social Justice
Beliefs, teachings & practices of TWO religions; Christianity & Judaism are studied.
Assessment
At the end of the course there will be two examinations. There is no coursework in this subject.
What Skills will I develop?
•
•

•
•
•

Religion, Human Rights & Social Justice
Improved discussion skills- talking about your own ideas, taking into account alternative views and drawing
reasoned conclusions
Skills of enquiry and critical reflection on issues and ideas
Better understanding of the complexity of beliefs, values and moral issues, and their application in everyday life
Reflection on your own attitudes and opinion and developing justified reasons to support them
Other information
You do not have to have any particular faith or be religious to study Religious Studies at GCSE. However, if you are
prepared to work you can do well. The exciting and diverse course builds on the work you have done at Key Stage 3 and
will challenge your ideas and perceptions
even further – all you have to be is interested and want to find out more about issues that concern us all today.
This subject is usually used as a stepping stone to careers such as nursing, teaching, journalism, law, management, etc. It
is regarded as an academic subject both at GCSE and A-level by all authorities and universities.
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French
Exam Board - Pearson - qualifications.pearson.com
Why choose French?
The study of languages opens up the world to you for travel, culture, work and education. As one of our nearest
neighbours, France is important to many businesses in the UK and is, of course, an enormously popular destination for
holidays and study-related travel. Speakers of French will be in demand for many jobs.
As well as France, remember too that French is a worldwide language with over 40 countries or territories that have
French as an official language.
There are estimated to be 220 million French speakers worldwide, across Europe, Africa, North and South America and
even in Oceania. French and French-speaking culture is rich and diverse. Speaking French will help you to enjoy all
aspects of this – fashion, music, sport, history, literature, art and cinema. Many aspects of learning French will link into
other subjects and will prepare you for a variety of career areas such as law, medicine, engineering, business, teaching,
fashion, art, travel, politics, journalism and media, as well as translating and interpreting. Aside from all this, did you
know that speaking another language is good for your brain?
The skills used help your memory, your communication skills, your ability to multi-task, your decision making and your
understanding of your own language!
What does the course involve?
You will study topics that are relevant to you within five themes:
•
Identity and culture
•
Local area, holiday and travel
•
School
•
Future aspirations, study and work
•
International and global dimension
These are broken into subtopics and will build on and extend the topics you have already studied in French at KS3,
such as family, hobbies, social media and technology, healthy living, life at school and the town you live in. You will also
study useful and practical language that you will need to be able to deal with situations you may find yourself in in
France. You will also study grammar and other aspects of language that will help you to be able to express yourself
fully and accurately. We have excellent, current resources that you can use in school and at home.
Assessment
All exams will take place at the end of Year 11 and you will receive a level 9-1. They are all marked by examiners at
Pearson, but your speaking test is conducted by your own teacher who knows you well. The four elements of the
course (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) are equally weighted to represent 25% of your GCSE each.
Paper 1: Listening
Paper 2: Speaking
Paper 3: Reading
Paper 4: Writing

45 mins (25%)
10-12 mins (25%)
45 minutes (25%)
1 hr 10 mins (25%)
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German
Exam Board - Pearson - qualifications.pearson.com
Why choose German?
Whatever plans you may have for the future, knowledge of German will increase your options. When you learn
German, you acquire a range of skills which can improve the quality of both your work and private life.
Following a course in GCSE German should encourage you to derive enjoyment and benefit from language learning,
and be inspired, moved and challenged by following a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study in
our multilingual, global society.
What does the course involve?
We will build upon the knowledge you gained while studying German in Key Stage 3. You will continue to:
•
Listen and respond to different types of language
•
Communicate in speech for a variety of purposes
•
Read and respond to different types of written language
•
Communicate in writing for a variety of purposes
•
Use and understand a range of vocabulary and structures
•
Understand and apply the grammar of the language
The content that will be studied will cover the following broad contexts of reassuringly familiar and popular topics:
•
Identity and culture - Local area, holiday and travel
•
School - Future aspirations, study and work
•
International and global dimension
Assessment
Following on from Key Stage 3, you will be assessed in four skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. All
examinations will be taken at the end of the course. Each accounts for 25% of the final GCSE grade and can be sat in
two levels: Foundation or Higher.
Unit 1: Listening, 45 minutes
Unit 2: Speaking, 10-12 minutes
Unit 3: Reading, 45 minutes
Unit 4: Writing, 1 hour and 10 minutes
Trips & Exchanges
We have long-standing links with two schools in Germany, the Europaschule in Gladenbach and the Helmholtzschule in
Frankfurt. In Year 10, you will have the opportunity to take part in the German Exchange with students from the
Europaschule.
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Latin
Exam Board - Eduqas - www.eduqas.co.uk
Why choose Latin?
This subject gives you the opportunity to study the language and literature of Ancient Rome, including Virgil, Ovid and
Horace. You will experience at first hand elements of the culture, language and social and political life of the Roman
civilisation which has inspired many later generations. As well as being exciting and inspiring, this course will help you
develop analytical skills and intellectual flexibility which will be useful in a wide range of jobs or in further study.
You will study:
The Latin language: you will learn to read Latin texts in their original language; Literature set texts, including Virgil,
Ovid, Pliny, Tacitus and Horace; Background topics including the Roman House, Social Life, Roman Marriage, Women,
Roman Occupations, Water Supplies, Roman Religion.
Cultural topics including entertainment (the theatre, chariot racing, amphitheatre) and Roman myths and beliefs.
You will learn:
•
How to develop a sensitive and analytical approach to language generally, including an awareness of the
relationship between Latin and the languages of today.
•
How to appreciate different cultures
•
How to read texts in Latin
•
How to read and appreciate Latin literature in its cultural context and in its original language
•
How to communicate clearly and effectively.
Assessment
There is no coursework. You will take three papers:
Paper 1 (Language: 1 hour 30) comprehension and translation of stories in Latin to test knowledge and understanding
of Latin vocabulary, accidence and syntax.
Paper 2 (Prose & Verse Literature: 1 hour) Comprehension questions testing the understanding and appreciation of a
prepared set text.
Paper 3 (Literature & Culture: 1 hour) You will answer questions upon Roman primary sources as evidence for aspects
of Roman life, both shorter and longer written responses.

19.

Spanish
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Spanish?
A knowledge of Spanish can open up an exciting range of opportunities for students in a world which is diverse and
ever changing.
Spain is Britain's third most important trading partner and companies who want to start ventures in the emerging
markets of Latin America are increasingly looking for staff with international experience and a global perspective.
Spanish is a language for pleasure and being able to speak Spanish allows you to enjoy the vitality of Spanish and Latin
American culture in many areas of life: fashion, literature, music, sport and travel.
What does the course involve?
The four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing, developed in Years 7 and 8, will be consolidated and extended.
Your knowledge of grammar and vocabulary will widen and become increasingly sophisticated.
Language and structures will be taught in topics which will enable you to deal with everyday situations in a Spanish
speaking country.
Assessment
All exams will take place at the end of the course and your GCSE grades will be graded 9–1.
There will be a listening test (45 minutes), a reading test (45 minutes) and a writing test (1 hour 15 minutes) and your
speaking test will be conducted by your teacher and will be assessed by AQA.
Summary of Assessment
Unit 1 Listening (25%)
Unit 2 Speaking (25%)
Unit 3 Reading (25%)
Unit 4 Writing (25%)
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Art (Fine)
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Fine Art?
Although drawing skills are important for much of the work undertaken, creative development of ideas can take many
forms and enthusiasm and application are just as important as drawing ability. If you wish to work creatively in a variety
of media, using exciting and sometimes unusual combinations of materials in any size from very small to very large,
then this option could be ideal for you.
Your teacher will support you in the development of new skills and techniques through workshop style lessons to
explore painting, drawing, mixed media and surface texture.
What does the course involve?
The course involves creating a coursework portfolio explaining given themes such as portraiture, surface textures and
architecture. You will explore and investigate a range of techniques including photography, acrylic painting, inks, oil
pastels, mixed media processes and three-dimensional works that extend your skills and knowledge in Art. All students
are supported in the growth of these skills through teacher-led activities. Students will learn about different artists and
art movements and will use their research to inspire the development of their own work.
The Art block is open to pupils at lunchtimes, where they are encouraged to use this extra time as an enjoyable and
informative way of developing work on their projects. Many pupils benefit from a studio-type atmosphere of working
outside the relative uniformity of timetabled lessons.
For those who wish to continue, this course leads directly to A-level Art and Design (Fine Art).
Please note it is not possible to combine this course with Art (Graphic Communication) or Art (Textiles).
Assessment

Criteria

Unit 1: Portfolio of work (minimum of 2 projects over duration of the portfolio)
Unit 2: Externally set test (10 hours of supervised time supported by preparatory work)
Marks are awarded: 60% coursework portfolio, 40% for a 10-hour supervised examination supported by preparatory
work.
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Art (Textile Design)
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Textile Design?
Textile design is an exciting, creative and interesting course which offers the opportunity to learn about developing
your artistic design skills through textile design and fashion. Textile Designers play an important role in the world of
Textiles, Fashion, Film, Theatre, Retail and other Creative Industries.
There is a greater emphasis on exploration of structure, colour, pattern and texture through textile techniques to create
final textile designs, fashion pieces or accessories. You will learn techniques in drawing, photography, painting, mixed
media, textile design, surface embellishment, fashion illustration and fashion construction.

Textile Design Career choices - Where can this course lead you?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fashion Designer: Ladies, Menswear and Children
Textile Designer- Print, Knitwear, surface pattern and woven
Fashion Photography
Fashion Illustration
Costume Design and Makeup Artistry
Styling
Branding
Creative Direction
Marketing and Promotion
Fashion Journalism
Visual merchandising
Buying and merchandising
Interior Design
Digital Textiles and CAD

GCSE Textile Design is a good foundation for the A-level in Textile Design which is structured similarly to the GCSE
course where students can specialise at a higher level. Students can progress into Textiles, Fashion and other design
related areas at degree level
The Art rooms are open to for student support at lunchtime. Many students benefit from this studio atmosphere of
working outside lessons.
Please note it is not possible to study this course along with Art (Fine Art) or Art (Graphic Communication).
Assessment Criteria
Unit 1: Portfolio of work (minimum of 2 projects over duration of the portfolio)
Unit 2: Externally set test (10 hours of supervised time supported by preparatory work)

Marks are awarded: 60% coursework portfolio, 40% for a 10-hour supervised examination supported by preparatory
work.

22.

Art (Graphic Communication)
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Graphics?
Graphic Communication is an exciting, dynamic and continually evolving field. You may decide to choose Graphic
communications at GCSE level because you wish to express your ideas by responding to an idea, concept or brief. The
Graphic communication course encourages you to express your ideas through two and or three dimensions including
where appropriate, information and communication technology and Adobe Photoshop.
What does the course involve?
This is a graphic design course which introduces students to a variety of experiences and involves you creating a
coursework portfolio. Students will be introduced to a range of graphic design subjects including typography,
illustration and design for print. Each project starts with artist research which will aid your knowledge and
understanding of this subject. You will learn how to record through drawings and photography. Initial ideas are then
developed using a range of materials, using traditional and contemporary methods with some final outcomes developed
and enhanced using Adobe Photoshop. Projects are designed to be relevant to the commercial world of the graphic
design industry.
This course can help develop transferable skills, such as working within groups, problem solving, creative thinking,
research and presentation skills, which are all important factors in any career choice. Success in Graphic
Communication, as in most careers, requires determination and dedication and can be very rewarding.
Graphic Communication Career choices - Where can this course lead you?
Advertising
Marketing
Animation
Website Design
Special Effects
Digital Photography
Publishing
Media
Illustration
...are just some career areas this course could lead you into.
Please note it is not possible to combine this course with Art (Fine Art) or Art (Textiles).
Assessment Criteria
Unit 1: Portfolio of work (minimum of 2 projects over duration of the portfolio)
Unit 2: Externally set test (10 hours of supervised time supported by preparatory work)
Marks are awarded: 60% coursework portfolio, 40% for a 10-hour supervised examination supported by preparatory
work.

23.

Business
Exam Board - Pearson - qualifications.pearson.com
Why study GCSE Business?
Would you like to set up you own business and be a successful entrepreneur or business woman like Karren
Brady, Michelle Mone or Mary Portas?
Have you got an interest in new products or services? Or have you got a desire to work for yourself or manage
a team? Would you like to develop your accounting and financial skills? Are you interested in how countries
trade and why exchange rates change?

If the answer is yes to any of these questions, then Business is the GCSE for you!
Course Outline
You will cover a range of topics in relation to both small and large businesses. This will include:
•
enterprise and entrepreneurship
•
spotting business opportunities
•
putting business ideas into practice
•
making the business effective
•
understanding external influences on a business
•
growing the business; making marketing decisions
•
making operational decisions; making financial decisions
•
and making human resources decisions.

These topics will be covered in lessons in preparation for the two examinations. You will also develop a range
of skills including presentation, communication, team building, problem solving and leadership.
Required skills and attributes
You are required to be committed to your learning and your revision of the topics. You will need to be able to
work in teams displaying good communication and presentation skills. High level numeracy and literacy skills
are also essential.
Future pathways
Business Studies GCSE can be useful for absolutely every job. Business Studies is particularly relevant if you
want work in the Human Resources, Marketing and Finance/Accounting or Product Development department
of either a small or large business. It is also extremely relevant if you want to work as an accountant, stoke
broker, recruitment consultant or be an entrepreneur and set up your own business.
Assessment
We will be following the Pearson GCSE Business 2017 syllabus, which consists of:
Theme 1‘ –Investigating a Small Business’, with an examination including calculations, multiple choice, shortanswer, and extended-writing questions with a maximum of 90 Marks, 1 hour 30 minutes paper worth 50% of
the total GCSE.
Theme 2 ‘ –Building a Business’, with an examination including calculations, multiple choice, short-answer, and
extended-writing questions with a maximum of 90 Marks, 1 hour 30 minutes paper worth 50% of the total
GCSE.

24.

Computing
Exam Board - OCR - www.ocr.org.uk
Why choose Computer Science?
Computer Science is a modern, exciting subject, which encourages students to think creatively, logically and
critically and to develop advanced problem-solving skills. Computer Science is now more relevant than ever as
a subject. With the growth of computing technology, and a rapid expansion of the jobs market in areas such as
Data Analytics and Cyber Security, the knowledge and skills developed during the course are very much in
demand. Computer Science allows students to develop a working knowledge of the technologies that form
part of our everyday lives. Computer Science provides students with valuable transferrable skills such as
analysis, critical thinking and problem solving, along with practical experience of the software development
process using industry standard programming languages.
What does the course involve?
•

•

•

•

•

Understanding and applying the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation.
Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including
designing, writing and debugging programs.
Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically.
Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one another and
with other systems.
Understand the impacts of digital technology on the individual and to wider society.

Future Pathways
Computer Science GCSE is ideal for students who wish to go on to study computing at a higher level
academically, and also who may wish to pursue a career in the field. There is a vast range of career opportunities
available such as: programmer, software engineer, system analyst, cyber security analyst, web developer, data
analyst, database developer and many more. Computer Science also allows students to develop many
transferrable skills, applicable to many career paths.
Assessment
Paper 1 – Computer Systems
Short and long answer questions based on the theory topics such as the CPU, memory and computer networks
(1 ½ hour written exam worth 50%)
Paper 2 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (1 ½ hour exam paper, worth 50%)
Short and long answer questions based on topics such as computational thinking, computer programming and
data representation. This exam will also involve writing programming code and creating flowchart diagrams.

25.

D&T - Product Design
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Product Design?
The Design and Technology courses are designed to build on the experiences gained during the KS3
Technology programme. The new GCSE has a broader focus than before, including all areas of the subject.
Students learn about consumer products and applications; their analysis in respect of materials, components,
and marketability to understand their selection and uses in industrial and commercial practices of product
development. Specialising in Product Design will prepare students to become creative problem solvers and
critical thinkers, developing skills to design and deliver prototypes that solve real and relevant problems.

Drawing on authentic design practice and contemporary technologies students will be able to engage in a
variety of contexts to understand and appreciate the design and manufacture of existing products, making
them more empathetic designers and more discriminating purchasers. Students will learn to deliver their
thinking and design skills through iterative design processes that allow them to ‘explore, create and evaluate ’
following practices and strategies used by the creative, engineering and manufacturing industries. Learning
experiences are enhanced through visiting speakers, visits to local manufacturing industries, exhibitions and a
residential design tour to London.
Benefits of studying GCSE Design and Technology
Creativity: enables students to be inspired, moved and challenged by following a broad, coherent, satisfying
and worthwhile course of study, that also gives an insight into related sectors such as manufacturing,
engineering, architecture and STEM-related industries.
Preparation: prepares students to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career
choices.
Independent Learning: helps students to develop skills in decision making, creativity, and critical analysis
through individual and collaborative working.
Transferable Skills: helps students to prepare presentations enabling them to take ownership of their project,
developing valuable time management and organisational qualities.
The course requires students to apply mathematical and scientific knowledge, understanding and skills, thus
reflecting the importance of Product Design as a pivotal STEM subject.
Assessment
The Iterative Design Challenge is a single task that is worth 50% of the qualification. AQA release three open
and real-world contextual challenges for students to interpret and explore, creating iterations when designing
and making through the processes of ‘explore, create and evaluate’. The design folder consists of approximately
20-pages of A3 paper (completed in school over a 12-month period) supported by a practical product. The
other 50% of the qualification covers the principles of design and technology in an examination. This is a single
examination component with questions covering both ‘core ’and ‘specialist ’content. This examination is 2
hours and questions offer full access to all students regardless of their practical experiences in the subject.
GCSE students will have access to our state-of-the-art CAD/CAM facilities. Students are given training in
industrial software and have full access to the manufacturing suite at WKGS. Facilities include 3D printing and
scanning, laser cutting as well as commercial printing and manufacturing.

26.

D&T – Textiles
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Design Technology: Textiles?
The Design and Technology courses are designed to build on the experiences you gained during the KS3
rotations.
In order to offer you the widest choice possible, we offer courses which contain the important common
elements of designing, making and core theory, whilst allowing you to specialise in the material of your choice
and prepare for A’ level.
What does Design Technology: Textiles involve?
This course offers the opportunity to design and make products using textiles, whilst learning about:
• Fashion and Textile designers
• Fibre origins
• Fibre properties and uses
• Industrial production methods
• Decorative techniques
• Environmental, social and moral issues
• Manufacturing products with technical accuracy
• Other material areas in Design Technology
• Sustainable design
Visits to support the course include gallery visits and a study tour.

Students are expected to research design issues in fashion, textile and interiors through retail visits, internet,
publications and the media.
Assessment
The course is assessed through two components: NEA worth 50% and one synoptic exam worth 50%.
NEA requires a thorough design-and-manufacture activity, selected from a choice of statements, consisting of
the development of a product and a concise design folder and/or appropriate ICT evidence. The design folder
should consist of approximately 20 pages in A3 format and sketchbook.

27.

Drama
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Drama?
If you have enjoyed lower school Drama, have an interest in theatre and the visual arts then you will find GCSE
Drama interesting, exciting, enjoyable and practically challenging.
The course will develop skills both as a performer and technician in addition to developing vital life skills such
as confidence, team work, communication and presentation skills that will benefit you in all your future choices
and be desirable to prospective employers.

What does the course involve?
Component 1 - “Understanding Drama” - Written paper - 40% - 1 hour 45 mins
The examination is externally set and marked.
Study of one set play
Exploration & evaluation of Live Theatre
Component 2 - “Devised Drama” - Practical work - 40%
Creation of a devised performance
Work as a performer or designer
Analysis & evaluation of work
This is assessed as a devised performance and devising log.
Component 3 - “Texts in Practice” - Practical work - 20%
Performance of two extracts from one play
You may choose to be a performer or designer.
This component is assessed as a scripted performance by performer or designer.
Practical Options are: Devised Work, Acting, Theatre in Education, Physical Theatre, Set Design,
Costume/Make up Design and Puppets. Your final practical assessment will be completed before Easter of Year
11.
If you choose Drama, you will be expected to attend a variety of live performances (this forms part of the
written examination), some of which may be in your own time. You will be encouraged to take part in extracurricular drama activities.
If you are interested in a career in any aspect of the Arts, or are thinking of doing Advanced Level Theatre
Studies, then Drama would be a valuable asset.

28.

Food & Nutrition
Exam Board - AQA - www.aqa.org.uk
Why choose Food & Nutrition?
This exciting GCSE sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles
of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. The specification is delivered through theory and preparation and
making activities.
Aims and Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, you should be able to:
•
Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using a variety of food
commodities, cooking techniques and equipment.
•
Develop knowledge and understanding of functional properties and chemical processes as well as the
nutritional content of food and drink.
•
Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and
psychological effects of poor diet and health.
•
Demonstrate the knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities
and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving
food.
•
Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional
British and international), to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes.
There are five main topics:
•
Food, nutrition and health – nutritional needs and health
•
Food science – cooking of food and transfer of heat; functional, chemical properties of food
•
Food safety – contamination and spoilage
•
Food choice – factors that affect food choice such as sensory qualities, labelling, marketing
•
Food provenance – sustainability, food production
Assessment
Theoretical knowledge from the five topics is assessed in a written examination of 1 hour 45 mins. It is worth
50% of the GCSE – 100 marks. The examination consists of multiple-choice questions (20 marks) and five
longer questions with sub-sections (80 marks)
Practical assessment which consists of two tasks, which are worth 50% of the examination:
Task 1: Food investigation which is designed to show a student’s understanding of the working characteristics,
functional and chemical properties of ingredients. Work will be presented in a portfolio format.
Task 2: Food preparation assessment which is designed to show a student’s knowledge, skills and
understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food and the application of
nutrition related to the chosen task. Students will be required to prepare, cook and present three dishes within
three hours. Research, justification, planning and evaluation will be presented in a portfolio format.

29.

Music
Exam Board - Pearson - qualifications.pearson.com
Why choose Music?
Music is a great course to choose for those who enjoy music and who are competent at performing on an
instrument or at singing. The Pearson specification will be followed, and the course is designed for all who have
an interest in music.
GCSE Music is not solely an option for those students who have high instrumental ability, but it is also a valid
consideration for all other students with a passion for the subject, although having tuition on an
instrument/voice is important.
There are three elements of the examination which are studied in the context of 4 Areas of Study.
The general outline for the course is as follows:
Component 1 – Performing (30%)
One solo performance piece in any style or genre
One ensemble (group) performance in any style or genre
Four minutes in total
Component 2 – Composition (30%)
Two compositions:
One to a brief set by Pearson
One free composition with a student written brief
30% of the total marks
Three minutes in total
Component 3 – Listening and Appraising (40%)
Eight Set Works are studied covering a variety of genres including Classical, Film, Popular, Musical Theatre and
Fusions.
Examination is through a 1 hour 45 min written paper in two sections:
Section A
Six listening questions in response to extracts from the 8 set works studied
One listening question related to wider listening
Section B
One question on the set works, requiring extended writing
The Music staff will be very happy to discuss this course with anyone who would like more information before
making option choices.
Find out for yourself just how accessible this examination course is and how enjoyable it can be.

30.

Physical Education
Exam Board - OCR - www.ocr.org.uk
Why choose Physical Education?
You should choose Physical Education because you enjoy it and are willing to work hard to improve your
knowledge and skills in all aspects of this demanding course.
What does the course involve?
The course involves both theory and practical aspects of physical education.

Practical
For the final assessment of the practical component, you will perform in three different activities from a set list
(one individual, one team and one free choice). Candidates will be required to demonstrate their skills in
isolation as well as in a competitive/formal situation while under pressure.
In addition, students will plan a Personal Exercise Programme where they will analyse and evaluate their
performance.
Theory
The theory element of the course involves:
Applied anatomy and physiology
Movement analysis
Physical training
Use of data
Health, fitness and well-being
Sport psychology
Socio-cultural influences
Assessment
There are both written and practical components. The written element of the course (examined) counts for
60% of the final grade. The practical counts for the other 40%
Written examination:
Component 1 (Physical factors affecting performance)
Component 2 (Socio-cultural issues and sports Psychology)

30%
30%

Practical:
Performance in 3 activities
Analysing and Evaluating Performance

30%
10%
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