Festival of Britain – links and resources
Political Archive clips

Cabinet minister Harold Wilson speaks on clothing rations as President of the Board of Trade: 
Clip 1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YA1rlfZGNLA
Clip 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuexzBUdvnk

Adverts
http://www.advertisingarchives.co.uk/index.php?service=search&action=do_quick_search&language=en&q=1951

[image: http://www.advertisingarchives.co.uk/preview/87519449/1/Magazine-Advert/Viceroys/1950s.jpg]Viceroys (1951)

Minibrix, (1951)
[image: https://c2.staticflickr.com/4/3381/3555575605_d0859d2045_b.jpg]



Festival of Britain, Southbank Exhibition poster (1951)[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/25/8c/0d/258c0d80b12ac3fdd2f99da84ab3aeb1.jpg]



[image: Preview]Macleans toothpaste, magazine advert (1951)
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Energol magazine advert (1951)
[image: http://www.advertisingarchives.co.uk/preview/44811/1/Magazine-Advert/Energol-BP/1950s.jpg]

[image: http://www.retrofair.co.uk/uploads/8/7/5/9/8759988/196149_orig.jpg?353]ViIm, magazine advert (1951)


Industry/ technology

First Moon Men – two British scientists draw up plans to land on the moon (1947)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/first-moon-men

Festival of Britain buses (1950)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/festival-buses/query/1951+industry

New Lifeboat Speeds Sea Rescue (1948)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/new-lifeboat-speeds-sea-rescue/query/wildcard

Blackburn Girls Wins Textile Crown (1949)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/blackburn-girl-wins-textile-crown/query/wildcard

Cunard Ship Caronia Makes Maiden Voyage As A ‘Dollar Earner’ (1949)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/new-dollar-earner-sails/query/wildcard

Britain opens her shop window, British Industries Fair (1950)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/britain-opens-her-shop-window/query/1950+industry

Industrial Dermatitis Prevention in a Machine Shop 1950 UK Ministry of Labour AKA ‘The invisible glove’ (1950):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Go0X6jsdnM














Manchester Mark 1 Computer (1948):
The Manchester Mark 1 was one of the world’s first computers.
The machine's successful operation was widely reported in the British press, which used the phrase "electronic brain" in describing it to their readers. That description provoked a reaction from the head of the University of Manchester's Department of Neurosurgery, the start of a long-running debate as to whether an electronic computer could ever be truly creative.
Created by British inventors Frederic C. Williams and Tom Kilburn, who concluded from their experiences with the Mark 1 that computers would be used more in scientific roles than in pure mathematics. In 1951, they started development work on Meg, the Mark 1's successor.
[image: http://curation.cs.manchester.ac.uk/computer50/www.computer50.org/mark1/pictures/dai-tommy.jpg]









[image: http://www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/~johnson/pictures/manchester.gif]





Empire/Commonwealth
King Receives Commonwealth Statesmen (1949)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/king-receives-commonwealth-statesmen/query/wildcard

British Empire Games
Between the years 1930-1950, what is now known as the Commonwealth Games was known as the British Empire Games. It is a multi-sport, four-yearly event involving athletes from around the Commonwealth of Nations and is only rivalled in prestige and stature by the Olympic Games. The fact that the event is so huge, signifies the vast amount of the globe that the British Empire covered at the peak of its influence. It could also be said that the fact that the name of the games has gradually dropped the word ‘British’ and ‘Empire’ denotes the changing nature and weakening scope of the Empire itself.
1951 was the first year the games became the ‘British Empire and Commonwealth Games’ before becoming the ‘British Commonwealth Games’ and eventually, simply the ‘Commonwealth Games’.





[image: http://www.aforceforgood.org.uk/images/bemp34.jpg]

















Indian Independence, 1947
If there was any doubt that Britain emerged from World War II as a significantly diminished presence on the world stage than it had previously been at the peak of her powers, then India’s gaining of full independence from Britain in 1947, may have finally put these ideas to bed.
From Britain’s point of view, relinquishing control of India was recognition from Clement Attlee’s Labour government that the colonies and colonial nations had become unbearable burdens which it was no longer economically viable to hold on to. However, under Mohandas ‘Mahatma’ Gandhi there had also been an increasingly strong nationalist movement in India known as ‘Quit India’ which was pushing for independence.
Whilst, there were strong reasons to suggest it was beneficial to both nations for India to be granted independence, there was no denying that losing the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ of the British Empire, denoted that a new type of ‘post-imperial’ Britain was here to stay. It also challenged Britain to show the world, moving into the 1950s, that a new, more modern Britain with different priorities, could still cut it on the world stage.  
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/The_Hindustan_Times_front_page_15_August_1947_(1187_%C3%97_1600).jpg]




















Education
Education (1950)
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/modern-education/query/education

Education Act 1944 – the Tripartite System
In 1944 the tripartite system was introduced to the education system of England, Wales and Northern Ireland. This put schools into three types: grammar, technical and secondary modern. Pupils were allocated to each type of school on the basis on their performance in the eleven plus exam that was held in the final year of each child’s primary school education.
 
Introduced by Conservative politician R.A. ‘Rab’ Butler and influenced by psychologist Sir Cyril Burt, the system was based on the idea that children were born with a certain level of ability and that this could be proven by exams to be taken in the final year of Primary School. Whilst very few parts of the country still have Grammar school education today, this tripartite system would go a long way towards shaping the identity of 1950s Britain.

[image: http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2009/09/04/article-0-06448A61000005DC-769_233x416.jpg][image: http://www.booklovers.co.uk/Images/BookScans/130068.jpg]
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